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Code Talkers effectively transmitted 
combat messages across enemy lines to 
avoid interception and decryption. 

Major Howard Connor said it best: 
‘‘Were it not for the Navajos, the Ma-
rines would never have taken Iwo 
Jima.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to high-
light their contributions to Arizona 
and the United States. 

f 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
PROGRAM 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program, 
which is also known as CHIP, provides 
low-cost health insurance to nearly 9 
million children all across the country, 
including over 25,000 children in my 
home State of Hawaii. Together with 
Medicaid, these programs have reduced 
the Nation’s uninsured rate for chil-
dren to a record low of 5 percent. 

Republicans in Congress let CHIP ex-
pire back in September, jeopardizing 
the healthcare of millions of children. 

At the current pace, my home State 
of Hawaii will exhaust all current CHIP 
funding by the end of this year, leaving 
thousands of our keiki unable to visit a 
doctor for routine checkups and to re-
ceive immunizations, prescriptions, or 
more. 

We must act now to reauthorize this 
CHIP program to ensure that our chil-
dren have access to the healthcare that 
they need. We cannot neglect those 
who need help the most by failing to 
act and reauthorize this legislation. We 
must act now. 

f 

WE NEED A BIPARTISAN SOLU-
TION TO REAUTHORIZE CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, this year 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle have wasted months in often mis-
guided debate over repealing the Af-
fordable Care Act. While this debate 
has raged within one political party, 
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram has expired. 

I received a letter last night from 
Governor Tom Wolf of Pennsylvania. 
He wants us to act to protect the hun-
dreds of thousands of children in our 
Commonwealth who depend on CHIP 
funding to meet their basic healthcare 
needs. 

The GOP has failed to reauthorize 
CHIP over arguments of how to pay for 
it and the distractions of a failed effort 
to repeal the Affordable Care Act. That 
puts us in a tough spot in Philadelphia 
and the Commonwealth. 

I am convinced that something must 
be done because, as Governor Wolf 
points out, time is essential for our 

State and numerous others; yet 300,000 
kids are enrolled in CHIP, which will 
soon run out of money to pay for their 
care. 

The kids who rely on CHIP funding 
are some of the most vulnerable in our 
State, and, frankly, they need action 
now. The solution doesn’t have to be 
partisan. Providing low-income kids 
and the hospitals that serve them isn’t 
a Democratic or Republican issue; it is 
a commonsense issue. The failure to 
act is unacceptable, so I say now we 
need to do something. 

I urge my colleagues in the GOP to 
get to work on a bipartisan solution. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2936, RESILIENT FED-
ERAL FORESTS ACT OF 2017 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 595 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 595 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2936) to expe-
dite under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act of 1969 and improve forest manage-
ment activities on National Forest System 
lands, on public lands under the jurisdiction 
of the Bureau of Land Management, and on 
Tribal lands to return resilience to over-
grown, fire-prone forested lands, and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and amendments specified in this resolution 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided among and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Agriculture and the chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. After general debate the bill 
shall be considered for amendment under the 
five-minute rule. In lieu of the amendments 
in the nature of a substitute recommended 
by the Committees on Agriculture and Nat-
ural Resources now printed in the bill, it 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 115-36. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute are waived. No amendment to 
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed 
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each such 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-

ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
made in order as original text. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on 

Tuesday, just yesterday, the Rules 
Committee met and reported a rule, 
House Resolution 595, providing for 
consideration of an important piece of 
legislation, H.R. 2936, the Resilient 
Federal Forests Act of 2017. 

The rule provides for consideration of 
H.R. 2936 under a structured rule, with 
four Democratic amendments made in 
order and two bipartisan amendments 
and one Republican-led amendment 
made in order. 

Mr. Speaker, this rule provides for 
consideration of H.R. 2936, the Resil-
ient Federal Forests Act of 2017, a bill 
that is critically important to my dis-
trict in central Washington State and 
to rural, forested districts like it 
across the United States who continue 
to face devastation from catastrophic 
wildfires as we have seen, just this last 
year, a great example of. 

This bipartisan, comprehensive legis-
lation is aimed at addressing the disas-
trous consequences of wildfires by uti-
lizing the tools the Forest Service and 
other agencies have to reduce the 
threats posed by these wildfires, by in-
sects, by disease infestation, and by 
dangerous old forest overgrowth that 
serves as a literal tinderbox for 
wildfires. This legislation will expedite 
and improve forest management activi-
ties in Federal forests to counteract 
these threats. 

This legislation, spearheaded by my 
friend and colleague from Arkansas, 
Representative BRUCE WESTERMAN, 
who is a trained forester himself, is 
comprised of a truly comprehensive ef-
fort developed here in the people’s 
House. It is bipartisan. This bipartisan 
support demonstrates that the threat 
of catastrophic wildfires does not just 
impact a red or a blue district, but, 
rather, it poses a threat to commu-
nities across the United States. 
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